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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 

people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 5.17-19 (NIV)

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

It is with immense pleasure and excitement that I welcome you to Siem 
Reap, the gateway to the Angkor region, for the 2015 Global Advocacy 
Exchange. Bible advocacy is all about putting the Bible in the public 
square, where its relevance and importance to contemporary society 
can be both seen and experienced. This is achieved through translating 
the Bible into the ‘language’ of the culture – i.e. working directly in 
areas such as politics, education and the media to shift public 
perceptions towards a positive view of the Bible.

The annual Global Advocacy Exchange is just one of the ways in which 
IBAC supports, encourages and resources Bible Societies working in 
this area of ministry. Over the next couple of days, as we enjoy each 
other’s fellowship, we will share with one another our knowledge and 
experience of advocating for the Bible in our own culture. Whether you 
have been running Bible advocacy projects for years, or are just starting 
to consider its place within your Bible Society’s programme, our prayer 
at IBAC is that you will find this interaction fruitful and applicable to 
your home context. A lot of effort has already gone into ensuring that 
this event will benefit us all, and I particularly want to commend the 
wonderful support offered by the staff of the Bible Society in Cambodia 
to the planning and co-hosting of the Exchange. May the Lord repay 
you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, 
the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge. 
Ruth 2.12 (NIV)



This year’s event will explore how the Bible can address socio-political 
issues, taking examples from across the world. The choice of location 
for this year’s event is not unintended; 40 years ago, Cambodian 
society was plunging into the darkest period of its history with the 
capture of Phnom Penh by Pol Pot, and the beginning of the genocide. 
Earlier this year, the Bible Society in Cambodia organised a Khmer arts 
performance on the topic of forgiveness and reconciliation, in order to 
highlight the importance of the biblical message of restoration. 

We will therefore have a particular focus on Bible advocacy in the arts 
as well. The arts encompass the various creative ways in which humans 
express what is beautiful, significant or thought-provoking – including 
literature, music, art, film, storytelling and performance. As both a 
product of culture and a driver of it, the arts are a highly influential 
vehicle through which to channel Bible advocacy work. It can be a 
particularly effective approach when exploring biblical issues or themes 
that speak into socio-political issues which are contextually sensitive, 
such as forgiveness and reconciliation, peace or justice.

In closing, I hope that each of you will help shape the Global Advocacy 
Exchange into becoming a forum for sharing, learning and equipping 
on the theory and practice of Bible advocacy. We are delighted to have 
you here with us. 

Cristian Romocea 

 
Senior Bible Advocate and Head of IBAC 



About IBAC

The International Bible Advocacy Centre (IBAC) exists to advocate for the 
place of the Bible in the public square and to support and inspire others to 
do the same. We encourage people to consider the relevance of the Bible 
in their lives and communities, breaking down barriers, misconceptions and 
apathy towards this along the way. 

In a diverse world, the methodology for doing Bible advocacy is not 
one-size-fits-all. We work with like-minded individuals and organisations 
involved in Bible advocacy around the world; sharing different approaches, 
best practices and research. This focus on collaboration enables us to learn 
from the experiences of those in different contexts, to encourage each other 
and to grow our impact.

IBAC is an initiative of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and we work 
with and for the United Bible Societies Fellowship in our capacity as a 
Mission Resource Centre. 



Who’s who in IBAC

Cristian Romocea:
Cristian is the head of IBAC, overseeing our development as well 
as being actively involved in our programmes. His background is 
in theology and international relations, and he holds MPhil and 
PhD degrees from Wales and Cambridge. Cristian is particularly 
experienced in supporting projects that focus on reconciliation 
and conflict resolution, and is always keen to discuss new 
advocacy ideas and research.

Girma Mohammed:
Girma manages our IBAC blog and research, as well as supporting 
specific projects such as the African Biblical Leadership Initiative 
(ABLI) and Bible in China. He studied religion and political 
philosophy at the Free University of Amsterdam and has 
published in the area of religion in the African public square. 
Girma is passionate about working with Bible Societies in Africa, 
and the global south more widely, to develop advocacy projects.  



Naomi Dunn:
Naomi co-ordinates our annual Global Advocacy Exchange, online 
project catalogue and overseas expansion of The Pitch. She has a 
degree in international development and international relations, and 
previously worked and lived in South Africa. Naomi loves exploring 
ways in which the Bible can inspire action, bringing transformation in 
people’s circumstances as well as in their spiritual lives. 

David Smith:
David is Bible Society’s Head of International Programme. He leads 
a team of seven people and is responsible for setting the strategy for 
our missional support to projects and Bible Societies around the world. 
As part of this, he provides IBAC with strategic oversight and practical 
support. David is passionate about promoting the place of the Bible in 
politics, and works closely with Bible Societies keen to build 
relationships with key political influencers.



Introducing Andy Frost

We’re delighted to have Andy Frost with us this week, sharing his 
insight and experience. Andy is the Director of Share Jesus 
International, an organisation that is passionate about 
communicating the good news of Jesus in our ever-changing times, 
and a highly regarded speaker. Since 2008, Andy and the team have 
pioneered scores of new projects that help Christians to engage more 
effectively with contemporary culture. 

Andy also heads up the London Mission Collective; serves on the 
leadership team for Doxa Deo Church; hosts roundtables for the C3 
Global network; and is both a Methodist local preacher and a 
member of the Evangelical Alliance Council. He has an MA in 
Applied Theology and has authored a number of books.

He is married to Jo and has two daughters. His downtime is spent 
watching live comedy, playing football or searching for waves to surf.



List of participants:

Name Role Bible Society representing

Altin Hysi General Secretary Albania

Marcos Buzzelli 
 

Advocacy Coordinator Argentina

Natasha Moore Research Fellow Centre for Public Christianity 
(Australia)

Brian Howell Dean of Studies BFBS

Cristian Romocea Senior Bible Advocate BFBS (IBAC)

David Smith Head of International 
Programme

BFBS (IBAC)

Girma Mohammed International Advocacy Officer BFBS (IBAC)

Naomi Dunn International Advocacy 
Support Officer

BFBS (IBAC)

Marcia Carneiro Communications Manager Brazil

Ruth Sok Nhep Acting Director Cambodia

Jock Foo Programme Manager China Partnership

Chongfeng Xiao Consultant China Partnership

Mayra Ugalde General Director Costa Rica

Katsuomi Shimasaki Deputy Director and Manager 
of Translation Department

Japan



Andy Frost Director of Share Jesus 
International

n/a

Tej Bahadur Jirel General Secretary/CEO Nepal

Irfan Francis Production Officer Pakistan

Nashat Filmon General Director Palestine

Michael Gasare Marketing and 
Communications Manager

Rwanda

Gwen De Rozario Director Centre for Advocacy, 
Relationships and Engagement 
(Singapore)

Dirk Gevers General Secretary South Africa

Arun Sok Nhep GME Team Leader for Asia 
Pacific

UBS

Alfredho Altamirano Ministry Resources 
Facilitator and Global 
Bible Advocacy Coordinator

UBS

Jason Malec Managing Director, 
Mission U.S.

USA





Schedule

Saturday 31 October

9.30  Welcome session
  Conference room

12.00  Lunch
  Tong Tara restaurant

  Please gather in the hotel lobby by 12.45 for travel to the   
  theatre.

13.00  Theatre performance – 
  ‘Bridge to Peaceful Relationships’
  Smile of Angkor Theatre

  Bible Society in Cambodia presents their arts advocacy 
  performance, Spean Metrey. Please bring the performance   
  guide in this booklet with you.

16.00 (approx) Return to the hotel

18.00  Dinner with Bible Society in Cambodia staff and 
  volunteers
  Please gather in the hotel lobby.



Sunday 1 November

9.00  Church service at Phsar Ler Church
  Please gather in the hotel lobby at 8.30.

11.30  Lunch
  Joe to Go restaurant 

12.30 (approx) Return to the hotel

13.30  Visit to the temples at Angkor
  Please gather in the hotel lobby. You will need to bring  
  water. Please dress modestly – men should wear a shirt and  
  long trousers, women should ensure shoulders and knees  
  are covered.

17.00 (approx) Return to the hotel

19.00  Dinner
  Tong Tara restaurant, ground floor of the hotel



Monday 2 November

THEME: Going in
Today we will be taking a broad, introductory look at Bible advocacy – 

what it really means to advocate for the Scriptures, why we do it, and where 
to get started.

9.00 - 9.30 Devotion
  Alfredho Altamirano 

9.30 – 11.00 Culture shapers
  Andy Frost

11.00 – 11.20 Coffee break

11.20 – 12.50 The theology of cultural engagement
  David Smith and Brian Howell

12.50 – 3.00 Lunch
  Tong Tara restaurant

3.00 – 4.30 Taking the pulse: identifying opportunities for advocacy 
  Cristian Romocea and Marcos Buzzelli

4.30 – 4.50 Coffee break

4.50 – 5.10 Introduction to IBAC online
  Girma Mohammed and Naomi Dunn

5.10 – 5.45 Daily round up 
  David Smith

6.30   Dinner
  Viroth’s Restaurant



Tuesday 3 November

THEME: Going deeper
Building on yesterday’s introduction, we’ll be exploring how Bible advocacy 

actually works in practice; who are we trying to engage, what do we want to 
say, and what are the key things we need to think about?

9.00 - 9.30 Devotion
  Dirk Gevers

9.30 – 11.00 The Pentecost story
  Andy Frost

11.00 – 11.20 Coffee break

11.20 – 12.50 Approaches to Bible advocacy in different contexts
  Girma Mohammed

 - In Muslim majority countries
  Irfan Francis

 - In countries impacted by conflict
  Nashat Filmon

12.50 – 3.00 Lunch
  Tong Tara restaurant

3.00 – 4.30 Why work in the arts?
  Naomi Dunn, Jason Malec, Mayra Ugalde and Natasha Moore



4.30 – 4.50 Coffee break

4.50 – 5.20 Introduction to IBAC research: Democracy, 
  Conflict and the Bible
  Cristian Romocea and Girma Mohammed

5.20 – 5.45 Daily round up 
  Brian Howell

6.30   Dinner followed by optional trip to the night market
  Asian Square



Wednesday 4 November

THEME: Going forward
Our final day together is all about thinking where we go from here, 

and how we can put what we’ve learnt into practice.
 
9.00 - 9.30 Devotion
  Tej Jirel

9.30 – 11.00 Ideas factory
  Andy Frost

11.00 – 11.20 Coffee break

11.20 – 12.50 Best practice in Bible advocacy
  Naomi Dunn

 - Facilitating public encounters with the Bible 
  (Art and Hearts)
  Nashat Filmon and Cristian Romocea

 - Working with gatekeepers (Bible in China)
  Jock Foo

 - Translating the message for a new audience 
  (Ese Hombre)
  Mayra Ugalde

 - Adopting a culturally rooted, and therefore more 
  effective, methodology (Forgiveness and reconciliation  
  for the post-genocide generation)
  Arun Sok Nhep



12.50 – 3.00 Lunch
  Tong Tara restaurant

3.00 – 4.30 Group project feedback
  David Smith

4.30 – 4.50 Coffee break

4.50 – 5.30 Daily round up 
  Cristian Romocea

6.30   Farewell dinner
  Nest Angkor



Introduction to Siem Reap

Located in the North West of Cambodia, Siem Reap is best known for 
being the gateway to Angkor. A designated UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, the Angkor Archaeological Park contains the remains of the 
different capitals of the Khmer Empire, from the 9th to the 15th 
centuries. There are over a thousand temples in the area; some now 
reduced to small piles of rubble, but others – such as the iconic 
Angkor Wat - imposing and carefully restored. Angkor is an important 
part of Cambodian heritage and culture, and we will be visiting on 
Sunday to enable you to experience it for yourselves. 

Its proximity to Angkor makes Siem Reap a popular tourist 
destination, and the town has changed dramatically in the past 20 
years. What was once a quiet provincial town has become a vibrant 
cultural melting pot, with increasing international influence. The town 
now boasts several world-class restaurants and hotels, though the 
rural beauty of the ‘real’ Cambodia is not far away. 







Tara Angkor Hotel

The Tara Angkor is a four-star luxury hotel, offering the best in 
contemporary Khmer design. It is conveniently located for both the 
temples and the centre of Siem Reap. A tuk-tuk from outside the hotel 
will take you into town in just a couple of minutes, for around $2. 

The hotel has excellent facilities including a pool, sauna and fitness 
centre, all of which you are free to use. There are two restaurants on 
the ground floor – the Tong Tara and the Frangipani – as well as the 
Lily Lounge which opens as a bar in the evening, near the pool. There 
is also free Wi-Fi internet throughout the hotel.

Breakfast is served each morning in the Tong Tara restaurant, 
between 06.00 and 10.00.



Useful information

If you have any queries or concerns, please get in touch with 
Naomi Dunn. 
Call +44 7823 400 919 or email naomi.dunn@biblesociety.org.uk 

Pharmacy:
UCare Pharmacy
Hospital Road (at the end of Pub Street), Siem Reap
(063) 965 396

Hospital:
Royal Angkor International Hospital
Route 6 Airport Road, Siem Reap
(063) 963 759 – for ambulance service as well as general enquiries

Tourist police:
Office opposite the ticket booths at the Angkor Archaeological Park
(012) 402 424

Banks:
There are many banks and international access ATMs in Siem Reap. 
ANZ Royal and Canadia Bank are recommended for international 
travellers, and have ATMs across the town. 

The main currency used in Cambodia is the US dollar, however change 
below $1 will be given in riel, the local currency. There is around 4,000 
riel to every $1, and the two currencies can be used interchangeably in 
most places. 





IBAC is a Mission Resource Centre for the UBS Fellowship, 
hosted by the British and Foreign Bible Society


